KAEsONG, KOREA

aesong, located in the center of the Korean peninsula, is

the southernmost city in North Korea. The city is sur-
rounded by the Songak (€91, 1,600 feet) and Pongmyong
mountains. The city’s topography is mostly low hills, apart from
the mountainous northeast region. Mt. Janam (340 feet) stands
within the city center, and around half of the city is forested
with pine trees.

The local climate is typically moderate and warm, with an
average annual temperature of 50° E January, with an average
temperature of 21¢ F, is the coldest, while August, with an aver-
age temperature of 77, is the warmest.

Due to the climate and soil, Kaesong is fruitful agricultural
land. The primary crops include rice, maize, soybeans, wheat,
barley and ginseng. Livestock and silkworm farming are also
common and fruits and vegetables such as peaches, apples and

persimmons are grown locally; white peaches are a local spe-
cialty. The textile and handcraft industries supplement local
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My father, Nam Jin Park, as a boy
and a young man in the early 1900s.
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BEGINNINGS

N 'HIS STORY STARTS with my father, Nam Jin
Sk 1‘1 ;’C x‘f_““?" / Park (2'271) and my mother, Keum Sum Whang
(=}=2-4), in the 1920s, in the time before wars took over
our Hves and changed them forever.

[ am the second daughter of my parents. My sister, Kyong Sook
Park (2732 ), was six years old when I was born on March 24, 1931.

At that time, my father and his three brothers, even the ones who
had wives and children, lived with their parents. When my father and
mother were married in the early 1920s, my mother moved in with
his family, which was the tradition in Korea at the time. As was typ-
ical in those days, my parents’ marriage had been arranged through
their families, and my sister was born at our grandparents’ house.

My father was the third child of five in his family. He had three
brothers and one sister. My mother was also the third child in her
family of five. Like my father, she had three brothers and one sis-
ter. Both my mother’s family and my fathers family were considered
well-off. They were upper middle class.

My father made a living in the mining business as a developer
of mines. He became very wealthy. However, he used his business as
an excuse to travel all the time. While he was away, he met another
woman and strayed from our family. The reason my sister and [ were
born six years apart is because my father was with this other woman
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The only picture of my mother,
Keum Sum Whang, in her late
fwenties, sometime in the 1930s.
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Park Family Tree

GRANDFATHER
Park (last name) 2F th

N ' GRANDMOTHER j

|_:|_| (name unknown)

|:I FIRST CHILD

2 (M) Bt
D 128 T
ey J His CHILD:
S N En Sook (2=) (F)
“l‘. . _:'- ¥ {ﬁmmdﬁfﬁ?}
.

SECOND CHILD
Ho Jin (71) (M)

L
His CHILDREN:

Soon Hyung (<=3) (M)
Soon Sang (=74) (M)

L Soon Yoo (&) (M) o

THIRD CHILD

FOURTH CHILD

)

Nam Jin (23) j E Yone Jin (87) (M)
My Father
His CHILDREN: i His CHILDREN:
Kyong Sook (3=) (F) Hyun Sock (E=) (F)
Kyong Seon (3 1) (F) (M)
| (#fremorewith secondwife) | | Hye Sook (<) (E)

Appendix

L]
MNote: There was

at least one more
child (female) in the
Park family, but the

name(s) and birth

order are unknown.

Sook Ja (=7} (F)
= i3

{ a1 (F2) (W)
3 soonja (33

Whang Family Tree

[: GRANDFATHER

GRANDMOTHER
Joo Dong Whang (#3%) | Kyui Yeon Han (3+9)4€) |

FIRST CHILD
Joong Hyun (&) (M)

His CHILDREN:
Soo Chang (5=7) (M)
Soo Hyung (%) (M)
Soo Hee (5=3]) (F)
Soo Jong (=) (M)
Soo Yim (%) (F)
Soo Nam (=) (M)
Soo Jum (=7} (F)
Kyu Jum (+7) (F)
Kyu Jin (7+31) (F)

His CHILDREN:
Soo Young (=% )(M)
Soo In (==¢1) (M)
Soo Bong (=) (F)
Soo Jang (=) (M)
Soo Whan (=) (M)
Soo Jung (74) (F)
Kyong Ja (37}) (F)

L ]

SECOND CHILD THIRD CHILD
I Seung Hyun (5) (M) Kuem Sum (28)

My Mother

HER CHILDREN:
Kyong Sook (=) (F)
Kyong Seon (73-3) (F)

r:'J

HER CHILDREN:
?mgﬂ'um Lee (82 () |

FIFTH CHILD

FOURTH CHILD
Kuem Ok (Z2)(E) | | Sam Hyun (&%) (M)

His CHILDREN:
Shin Ja (17} (F)
Kyu Sil (7+4) (F)
Kyu Young (F%) (M)
Kyu Ho (F2) (M)
Yoon Seon (F4) (F)
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